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Drug executives: 
Big jump in vaccine 
supply is coming 
soon 


By M. PERRONE and L. NEERGAARD 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — COVID-19 
vaccine makers told Congress on 
Tuesday to expect a big jump in 
the delivery of doses over the com- 
iINg month, and the companies insist 
they will be able to provide enough 
for most Americans to get inoculat- 
ed by summer. 
By the end of March, Pfizer and 
Moderna expect to have provided 
the U.S. government with a total of 
220 million vaccine doses, up sharply 
from the roughly 75 million shipped so 
far. “We do believe we're on track,” 
Moderna President Stephen Hoge 
said, outlining ways the company | ; 
has ramped up production. “We In this Jan. 22, 2021, file photo, certified medical assistants Martha Sida, from left, Tina Killebrew and Cynthia Bernal 
think we're at a very good spot.” prepare doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine at a vaccination center at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 
in Las Vegas. 
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Drug executives: Big jump in vaccine supply is coming soon 


Continued from Front 


That's not counting a third 
vaccine, from Johnson & 
Johnson, that’s expected 
to get a green light from 
regulators soon. The Biden 
administration said Tues- 
day that it expects about 
2 million doses of that vac- 
cine to be shipped in the 
first week, but the compa- 
ny told lawmakers it should 
provide enough of the sin- 
gle-dose option for 20 mil- 
lion people by the end of 
March. 

Looking ahead to summer, 
Pfizer and Moderna expect 
to complete delivery of 300 
million doses each, and 
J&J aims to provide an ad- 
ditional 100 million doses. 
That would be more than 
enough to vaccinate every 
American adult, the goal 





In this Feb. 12, 2021, file photo, scripps health official draws from 
a vile of the COVID-19 vaccine prior to administering it at their 
new drive-thru vaccination site at the Del Mar Fairgrounds in Del 
Mar, Calif. 


set by the Biden adminis- 
tration. Two other manvu- 
facturers, Novavax and As- 
traZeneca, have vaccines 
in the pipeline and antici- 
pate eventually adding to 
those totals. Asked point- 


Associated Press 
edly if they face shortages 
of raw materials, equip- 
ment or funding that would 
throw off those schedules, 
all of the manvufactur- 
ers exoressed confidence 
that they had enough sup- 
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In this Sept. 23, 2019 file photo, African Development Bank 
President Akinwumi Adesina, the winner of the 2017 World 
Food Prize, speaks at U.N. headquarters. 


By DAVID PITT 

Associated Press 

DES MOINES, lowa (AP) — 
A group of 24 scientists, 
economists, researchers 
and other winners of the 
World Food Prize sent a 
letter Tuesday to Presi- 
dent Joe Biden asking 
him to focus on alleviat- 
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ing global hunger, pov- 
erty and malnutrition. 

The World Food Prize 
Foundation released the 
letter that describes Unit- 
ed States involvement in 
battling global hunger as 
foundational. 

“American leadership will 
be a beacon that helps to 


World Food Prize laureates ask Biden 
to elevate hunger 


light the way and a cata- 
lyst for action that gets us 
to a world in 2030 where 
we live within our plan- 
etary boundaries, every- 
one is well-nourished, and 
no one goes to bed hun- 
gry,” said Lawrence Had- 
dad, 2018 World Food 
Prize laureate and execu- 
tive director of Global Al- 
liance for Improved Nutfri- 
tion. He said current food 
systems must improve be- 
cause they have contrib- 
uted to rising hunger and 
have been too slow fo re- 
duce child undernutrition. 
He added that obesity is 
increasing, biodiversity Is 
being squandered and 
community resilience is 
being undermined. He 
said it’s time for every- 
one to think and act dif- 
ferently to make a lasting 
impact.L) 








plies and had already ad- 
dressed some of the early 
bottlenecks in production. 

“AT this point | can con- 
firm we are not seeing 
any shortages of raw ma- 
terials,” said Pfizer's John 
Young. 

The hearing by a House 
subcommittee came as 
U.S. vaccinations continue 
to accelerate after a slug- 
gish start and recent dis- 
ruptions caused by winter 
weather. More than 44 
million Americans have re- 
ceived at least one dose of 
either the Pfizer or Moder- 
na vaccine, and about 1.4 
million per day got a first or 
second dose over the past 
seven days, according to 
the CDC. 

But state health officials say 
demand for inoculations 
still vastly outstrips the lim- 
ited weekly shioments pro- 
vided by the federal gov- 
ernment. 

“The most pressing chal- 
lenge now is the lack of 
supply of vaccine doses,” 
Rep. Diana DeGette, a 
Colorado Democrat, said 
as she opened the hearing. 
“Some of the companies 
here today are still short of 
the number of doses they 
promised fo initially deliver 
when they last testified be- 
fore this subcommittee in 
July.” Both Pfizer and Mod- 
erna failed to meet de- 
livery quotas for the initial 
doses of their vaccines late 
last year. That's prompted 
Congress to scrutinize the 
companies’ plans for vac- 
cine develooment and 
delivery, which they noted 
benefited from $16 billion in 
federal funding. 

“A significant amount of 
American tax dollars were 
invested to be able to pro- 
duce the vaccine imme- 
diately Upon approval,” 
said Rep. David McKinley, 
a West Virginia Republican, 
who questioned exeCcu- 
tives on why they were siill 


unable to meet demand 
for the vaccines. 

Nearly 14% of Americans 
have received at least an 
initial dose of the two-shot- 
regimen vaccines from Pfiz- 
er and Moderna. 

The Trump administration's 
Operation Warp Speed fo- 
cused most of its efforts on 
racing vaccines through 
research, develooment 
and manufacturing. But 
little planning or funding 
went to coordinating vac- 
cination campaigns at the 
state and local levels. That 
effort is now picking up 
soeed with plans for mass 
vaccination sites and an in- 
creasing supply distributed 
to chain pharmacies. 

Rep. Frank Pallone, a New 
Jersey Democrat, ques- 
tioned J&J Vice President 
Richard Nettles on why the 
company has fallen behind 
on the schedule outlined in 
its federal contract, which 
included delivering 12 mil- 
lion doses by late February. 
Nettles said only that the 
company has faced “sig- 
nificant challenges” due to 
its “highly complex” manu- 
facturing process. But he 
noted the company is 
partnering with drugmaker 
Sanofi to further expand 
production. Even with no 
manufacturing or supply 
interruptions, other issues 
could delay or block the 
U.S. from vaccinating 70% 
to 80% of its population -- 
the critical threshold need- 
ed to neutralize COVID-19 
soread. 

About 1 in 3 Americans say 
they definitely or probably 
will not get the vaccine, 
according to a recent poll 
from The Associated Press- 
NORC Center for Public Af- 
fairs Research. Concerns 
about safety were the rea- 
son most frequently cited 
for vaccine hesitancy, de- 
spite few serious side effects 
reported with the currently 
available vaccines.) 
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Capitol defenders blame bad intelligence for deadly breach 


By MARY CLARE JALONICK, 
MICHAEL BALSAMO- and 
LISA MASCARO 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Faulty 
intelligence was to blame 
for the outmanned Capitol 
defenders’ failure to antici- 
pate the violent mob that 
invaded the iconic build- 
ing and halted certification 
of the presidential election 
on Jan. 6, the officials who 
were in charge of security 
declared Tuesday in their 
first pUblic testimony on the 
insurrection. 

The officials, including the 
former chief of the Capitol 
Police, pointed their fingers 
at various federal agen- 
cies — and each other — 
for their failure to defend 
the building as supporters 
of then-President Donald 
Trump overwhelmed — se- 
curity barriers, broke win- 
dows and doors and sent 
lawmakers fleeing from the 
House and Senate cham- 
bers. Five people died as a 
result of the riot, including a 
Capitol Police officer and 
a woman who was shot as 
she tried to enter the House 
chamber with lawmakers 
still inside. 

Former Capitol Police Chief 
Steven Sund, who resigned 
Under pressure after the at- 
tack, and the other officials 
said they had expected 
the protests to be similar 
to two pro-Trump events In 
late 2020 that were far less 
violent. 

He said he hadn't seen 
an FBI field office report 
that warned of potential 
violence citing online posts 
about a “war.” And he and 
a House official disouted 
each other’s versions of 
decisions that January day 
and in advance about call- 
ing for the National Guard. 
Sund described a scene as 
the mob arrived at the pe- 
rimeter that was “like noth- 
ing” he had seen in his 30 
years of policing and ar- 
gued that the insurrection 
was not the result of poor 
planning by Capitol Police 
but of failures across the 
board. 

The hearing was the first 
of many examinations 
of what happened that 
day, coming almost seven 
weeks after the attack and 
over a week after the Sen- 





Former U.S. Capitol Police Chief Steven Sund testifies before a Senate Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs & Senate Rules and Administration joint hearing on Capitol Hill, Washington, 
Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2021, to examine the January 6th attack on the Capitol. 


ate voted to acquit Trump 
of inciting the insurrection 
by telling his supporters to 
“fight like hell” to overturn 
his election defeat. Fenc- 
ing and National Guard 
troops still surround the 
Capitol in a wide perim- 
eter, cutting off streets and 
sidewalks that are normally 
full of cars, pedestrians and 
tourists. 

Sund insisted the invasion 
was not his or his agency's 
fault. “No single civilian law 
enforcement agency - 
and certainly not the USCP 
— is trained and equipped 
to repel, without significant 
military or other law en- 
forcement assistance, an 
insurrection of thousands of 
armed, violent, and coordi- 
nated individuals focused 
on breaching a building at 
all costs,” he testified. 

The joint hearing, part of 
an investigation by two 
Senate committees, was 
the first time the officials 
testified publicly about the 
events of Jan. 6. In addi- 
tion to Sund, former Senate 
Sergeant-at-Arms Michael 
Stenger, former House Ser- 
geant-at-Arms Paul Irving 
and Robert Contee, the 
acting chief of police for 
the Metropolitan Police De- 
partment, testified. 

Like Sund, Irving and 
Stenger resigned under 
oressure after the deadly 
attack. They were Sund'’s 
supervisors and in charge 


of security for the House 
and Senate. 

“We must have the facts, 
and the answers are in this 
room,” Senate Rules Com- 
mittee Chairwoman Amy 
Klobuchar said at the be- 
ginning of the hearing. The 
Rules panel is conducting 
the joint probe with the 
Senate Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs 
Committee. 

Much remains unknown 
about what happened be- 
fore and during the assault. 

How much did law en- 
forcement agencies know 
about plans for violence 
that day, many of which 
were publice How did the 
agencies share that infor- 
mation with each other? 
And how could the Capi- 
tol Police have been so ill- 
orepared for a violent insur- 
rection that was organized 
online? 

Sund told the lawmakers 
that he learned only af- 
ter the attack that his offi- 
cers had received a report 
from the FBI's field office in 

Norfolk, Virginia, that fore- 
cast, in detail, the chances 
that extremists could bring 
“war’ to Washington the 
following day. The head of 
the FBI's office in Washing- 
ton has said that once he 
received the Jan. 5 warn- 
ing, the information was 
quickly shared with other 
law enforcement agencies 
through a joint terrorism 
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task force. Sund said Tues- 
day that an officer on the 
task force had received 
that memo and forwarded 
it tO a sergeant working on 
intelligence for the Capitol 
Police but that the infor- 
mation was not sent on to 
other supervisors. 

“How could you not get 
that vital intelligence?” 
asked Senate Homeland 
Chairman Gary Peters, D- 
Mich., who said the failure 
of the report to reach the 
chief was clearly a major 
oroblem. “That information 
would have been helpful,” 
Sund acknowledged. 

Even without the _ intelli- 
gence, there were clear 
signs that violence was a 
possibility on Jan. 6. Far- 
right social media users 
openly hinted for weeks 
that chaos would erupt at 
the U.S. Capitol while Con- 
gress convened to certify 
the election results. 

Sund said he did see an in- 
telligence report created 
within his own department 
warning that Congress 
could be targeted on Jan. 
6. But he said that report 
assessed the probability of 
civil disobedience or ar- 
rests, based on the informa- 
tion they had, as “remote” 
to “improbable” for the 
groups expected to dem- 
onstrate. 

Contee, the acting city po- 
lice chief, also suggested 
that no one had flagged 


the FBI information from 
Norfolk, Virginia, which he 
said came in the form of 
an email. He said he would 
have expected that kind 
of intelligence “would war- 
rant a phone call or some- 
thing. “ 

Two Officials disagreed on 
when the National Guard 
was called and on requests 
for the guard beforehand. 
Sund said he spoke to both 
Stenger and Irving about 
requesting the National 
Guard in the days before 
the riot, and that Irving said 
he was concerned about 
the “optics” of having them 
present. 

Irving denied that, saying 
Sund’s account was “cat- 
egorically false.” Safety, 
not optics, determined the 
security posture, he said, 
and the top question was 
whether intelligence sup- 
oorted the decision. 

“We all agreed the intelli- 
gence did not support the 
troops and collectively de- 
cided to let it go,” Stenger 
said. He added that they 
were satisfied at the time 
that there was a “robust” 
plan to protect Congress. 
Once the violence had 
begun, Sund and Irving 
also disagreed on when 
the National Guard was re- 
quested — Sund said he re- 
quested If at 1:09 p.m., but 
Irving said he didn’t receive 
a request until after 2 p.m., 
right as rioters breached 
the Capitol’s West side. 
Contee said he was 
“stunned” over the de- 
layed response. He said 
Sund was pleading with 
Army officials to deploy Na- 
tional Guard troops as the 
rioting rapidly escalated. 
Police officers “were out 
there literally fighting for 
their lives” but the officials 
on the call appeared to 
be going through a “check 
the boxes” exercise, he 
said. 

Pentagon officials, who will 
have a chance to festify 
before the committee at a 
second hearing next week, 
have said it took time to 
out the troops in position, 
and there was not enough 
contingency planning § in 
advance. They said they 
offered the assistance be- 
forehand but were turned 
down. LL} 
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Judge says wife of drug kingpin ‘El Chapo’ fo stay in jail 


By MICHAEL BALSAMO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
federal judge has ordered 
the wife of Mexican drug 
kingpin Joaquin “El Cha- 
po” Guzman to remain 
temporarily jailed after she 
was arrested and accused 
of helping her husband run 
his multibillion-dollar cartel 
and plotting his audacious 
escape from a Mexican 
prison in 2015. 

Emma Coronel Aispuro, 31, 
appeared by video confer- 
ence for an initial court ap- 
pearance before a federal 
magistrate judge in Wash- 
ington, D.C. The judge's 
order came after Coronel’s 
attorney, Jeffrey Lichtman, 
said he would consent to 
her temporary detention 
after her arrest at Dulles 
International Airoort in Vir- 
ginia. 

U.S. Magistrate Judge Robin 
Meriweather explained the 
charges to Coronel, who 
spoke to the judge through 
a Spanish interoreter. She 
said prosecutors had pro- 
vided sufficient reason to 
keep Coronel behind bars 
for now and noted that her 
attorney had consented to 
the temporary detention. 
Prosecutor Anthony Nar- 
dozzi said the U.S. govern- 
ment believed that Coro- 
nel should remain jailed, 
arguing that she “worked 
closely with the command- 
and-control structure” of 
the Sinaloa cartel, particu- 
larly with her husband. Nar- 
dozzi said she conspired to 
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In this Feb. 12, 2019 file photo, Emma Coronel Aispuro, center, wife of Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman, 
leaves federal court in New York. 


distribute large quantities 
of drugs, knowing that they 
would be illegally smug- 
gled into the U.S. 

Nardozzi said Coronel had 
access to criminal associ- 
ates, including other mem- 
bers of the cartel, and “fi- 
nancial means to gener- 
ate a serious risk of flight.” If 
convicted, she could face 
more than 10 years in pris- 
on. 

Her arrest was the latest 
twist in the bloody, multina- 
tional saga involving Guz- 
man, the longtime head 
of the Sinaloa drug cartel. 
Guzman, whose two dra- 
matic prison escapes in 


Mexico fed into a legend 
that he and his family were 
all but Untouchable, was 
extradited to the United 
States in 2017 and is serving 
life in prison. 

And now his wife, with 
whom he has two young 
daughters, has been 
charged with helping him 
run his criminal empire. 
IN a single-count criminal 
complaint, Coronel was 
charged with conspiracy to 
distribute cocaine, meth- 
amphetamine, heroin and 
marijuana in the U.S. The 
Justice Department also 
accused her of helping her 
husband escape from a 
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Mexican prison in 2015 and 
participating in the plan- 
ning of a second prison es- 
cape before Guzman was 
extradited to the U.S. 

As Mexico's most powerful 
drug lord, Guzman ran a 
cartel resoonsible for smug- 
gling mountains of cocaine 
and other drugs into the 
United States during his 
25-year reign, prosecutors 
said in recent court papers. 
They also said his “army of 
sicarios,” or “hit men,” was 
Under orders to kidnap, tor- 
ture and kill anyone who 
got in his way. 

His prison breaks became 
the stuff of legend and 


raised serious questions 
about whether Mexico's 
justice system was capable 
of holding him account- 
able. In one case, he es- 
caped through an entry 
under the shower in his cell 
to a milelong (1.6-kilome- 
ter-long) lighted tunnel with 
a motorcycle on rails. The 
planning for the escape 
was extensive, prosecutors 
say, with his wife playing a 
key role. 

Court papers charge that 
Coronel worked with Guz- 
man’s sons and a witness, 
who is now cooperating 
with the U.S. government, 
to organize the construc- 
tion of the underground 
tunnel that Guzman used 
to escape from the Alti- 
plano prison to prevent his 
extradition to the U.S. The 
plot included purchasing 
a piece of land near the 
prison, firearms and an ar- 
mored truck and smuggling 
him a GPS watch so they 
could “pinpoint his exact 
whereabouts so as to Ccon- 
struct the tunnel with an en- 
try point accessible to him,” 
the court papers say. 
Guzman was sentenced to 
life behind bars in 2019. 
Coronel, who was a beau- 
ty queen in her teens, regu- 
larly attended Guzman's 
trial, even when testimony 
implicated her in his prison 
breaks. The two, separated 
in age by more than 30 
years, have been togeth- 
er since at least 2007, and 
their twin daughters were 
born in 2011. L) 





22, 2021, in Houston. 


By PAUL J. WEBER 





Hundreds of a vehicles are staged in a parking lot as peo 
wait in line at a food and water distribution site Monday, Feb. 
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grid operator resign after outages 


AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Four 
board leaders of Texas’ 
embattled power grid op- 
erator said Tuesday they 
will resign following out- 
rage over more than 4 mil- 
lion customers losing pow- 
er during a deadly winter 
freeze last week. 

All of the board directors 
stepping down, including 
Chairwoman Sally Talberg, 
live outside of Texas, which 
only intensified — criticism 
of the Electric Reliability 
Council of Texas. 

The resignations are effec- 
tive Wednesday, a day 
before Texas lawmakers 


are set to begin hearings 
over the outages in the 
state Capitol. The board 
members acknowledged 
“concerns about out-of- 
state board leadership” 
in a letter to grid mem- 
bers and the state’s Public 
Utility Commission, which 
oversees ERCOT. 

“Our hearts go out to all 
Texans who have had 
to go without electric- 
ity, heat, and water dur- 
ing frigid temperatures 
and continue to face the 
tragic consequences of 
this emergency,” the let- 
ter read. The other board 


members are vice chatir- 
man Peter Cramton, Terry 
Bulger and Raymond Hep- 
per. Talberg lives in Michi- 
gan and Bulger lives in 
Wheaton, Illinois, accord- 
ing to their biographies on 
ERCOT's website. Cramton 
and Hepper spent their 
careers working outside 
Texas. Historic snowfall and 
single-digit temperatures 
in Texas last week left mil- 
lions without power and 
water for days. The storm 
was part of any icy blast 
across the Deep South ft 
hat is blamed for at least 
80 deaths. L]} 
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Canada’s Trudeau, Cabinet abstain from China genocide vote 


¥ 


By ROB GILLIES 

Associated Press 

TORONTO (AP) — Cana- 
da’s House of Commons 
voted Monday to declare 
that China is committing 
genocide against more 
than 1 million Uighurs in 
the western Xinjiang region 
but Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau and his Cabinet 
abstained from the vote. 
The non-binding motion 
passed 266-0 as virtually all 
but Trudeau and his Cabi- 
net voted for the measure 
that also called on the In- 
ternational Olympic Com- 
mittee to move the 2022 
Winter Olympics from Bel- 
jing. 

A senior government of- 
ficial said declaring some- 
thing in Parliament is not 
going to adequately get 
resulfs in China and that 
work with international al- 
lies and partners is needed. 
The official sooke on condi- 
tion of anonymity as they 
were not authorized to 
soeak publicly about the 
matter. 

The main opposition parties 
supported the motion and 
control the majority of seats 
in the House of Commons. 
Trudeau’s Cabinet is made 
Up of 37 Liberal lawmakers 
including the prime minis- 
ter. There are 154 lawmak- 


~s4 


= : 
ae. 
= = . : = 
a — P< = 
. i _ r= a — 
a FT * ad ie - 


* Ae 


ee 
. a i [ a ; = 
— 5 i —— a =) 
. —= = ee — ’ 
R ee a 
— ee em eh 5 a 


ie a eet 





Protesters gather outside the Parliament buildings in Ottawa, Ontario, Monday, Feb. 22, 2021. 


ers from Trudeau’s Liberal 
party in the House of Com- 
mons and the rest of the 


Liberal lawmakers voted 
freely on the motion. 
Liberal Foreign Minister 


Marc Garneau abstained 
like the rest of the Cabi- 
net. He said in a statement 
there should be a credible 
international investigation 
in response to allegations 
of genocide. 

“We remain deeply dis- 
turbed by horrific reports of 
human rights violations in 


Xinjiang, including the use 


of arbitrary detention, po- 
litical re-education, forced 
labor, torture and forced 
sterilization,” Garneau said. 
Opposition Conservative 
Party leader Erin O'Toole 
said he’s calling on the 
government to confirm the 
statement passed by the 
House of Commons and 
work with allies like the U.S. 
to push for an end to the 
camps and conduct by 
China. 

“There is real suffering go- 
ing on in China. There is 
Qa genocide happening,” 


Associated Press 


O'Toole said. “Our values 
are not for sale. And Mr. 
Trudeau needed to send 
that message today and 
he failed.” 

Former U.S. Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo de- 
clared before he left of- 
fice that China’s policies 
against Xinjiang’s Muslims 
and ethnic minorities con- 
stituted crimes against hu- 
manity and genocide. His 
successor, Antony Blinken, 
reiterated the statement 
on his first day in office. 
Researchers and — rights 





groups estimate that since 
2016, China has rounded 
Up a million or more Uighurs 
and other minorities into 
prisons and vast indoctrina- 
tion camps that the state 
calls training centers. 
Pompeo cited widespread 
forced birth control and 
forced labor among Ul 
ghurs. 

The Associated Press re- 
ported last year that the 
Chinese government was 
systematically forcing ster- 
lization and abortion on 
Uightr and other Muslim 
women and sent many to 
camps simply for having 
too many children. 

The vote is the latest at- 
tempt to hold China ac- 
countable for its treatment 
of the Uighurs and other 
predominantly Muslim and 
ethnic Turkic minorities, 
who have been subject- 
ed fo an unprecedented 
crackdown that is increas- 
ingly drawing international 
concern. 

China denies any abuses 
and insists the steps it has 
taken are necessary To 
combat terrorism and a 
separatist movement. 
China's envoy to Canada 
told Canadian parliamen- 
tarians over the weekend 
to butt out of China’s inter- 
nal affairs. J 


Malaysia deports Myanmar migrants despite court order 


KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 
(AP) — Malaysian immigra- 
tion authorities said Tues- 
day they have deported 
1,086 Myanmar migrants, 
breaking a court order to 
halt their repatriation fol- 
lowing an appeal by two 
human rights groups. 


Just hours earlier, a high 
court granted a one-day 
stay order for the deporta- 
tion of 1,200 Myanmar mi- 
grants to hear an appeal 
by Amnesty International 
Malaysia and Asylum Ac- 
cess Malaysia, which said 
refugees, asylum-seekers 





In this image taken from a video, an immigration truck with 
security and unidentified people drives on a road that leads to 
Lumut Naval Base Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2021 in Lumut, Malaysia. 

Associated Press 


and minors were among 
those being sent back. 
Immigration chief Khairul 
Dzaimee Daud said the 
1,086 had agreed fo return 
home voluntarily on three 
Myanmar naval ships. 

He stressed that they were 
all Myanmar nationals 
who were detained last 
year and didn’t include 
any Muslim ethnic Rohing- 
ya refugees or asylum- 
seekers. 

“All of them have agreed 
to return voluntarily with- 
out being forced by any 
parties,” he said in a state- 
ment, adding that it was 
part of the department's 
normal repatriation pro- 
gram. 

The statement didn’t men- 
tion the court order or ex- 
plain why only 1,086 were 
deported instead of 1,200. 


Amnesty International 
called the decision “inhu- 
mane and devastating.” 
“It appears the authorities 
railroaded this shockingly 
cruel deportation before 
any proper scrutiny of the 
decision,” if said in a state- 
ment. 

“This life-threatening deci- 
sion has affected the lives 
of more than a thousand 
people and their families, 
and leaves an_ indelible 
stain on Malaysia's hvu- 
man rights record, already 
In steep decline over the 
past year.’ The rights group 
earlier said the court would 
hear its aopeal Wednes- 
day and urged the gov- 
ernment to reconsider its 
plans to send the migrants 
back home, where human 
rights violations are high 
following a Feb. 1 military 


coup that deposed the 
country's elected leader, 
Aung San Suu Kyi. 

lt urged the government 
to give the U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees ac- 
cess to the 1,200 migrants 
and all immigration de- 
tention centers in general, 
which Malaysia’s govern- 
ment has denied since Au- 
gust 2019. The immigration 
department earlier said 
the migrants were held 
for offenses including not 
having valid travel docu- 
ments, overstaying their 
visas and violating social 
visit Passes. 

But the two rights groups 
in their legal filing named 
three people registered 
with the UNHCR and 17 
minors who have at least 
one parent still in Malay- 
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lran officially imposes curbs on UN nuclear inspections 


By NASSER KARIMI and KI- 
YOKO METZLER 

Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran of- 
ficially started restricting in- 
ternational inspections of its 
nuclear facilities Tuesday, a 
bid to pressure European 
countries and _ President 
Joe Biden’s administration 
to lift crippling economic 
sanctions and restore the 
2015 nuclear deal. 

World powers slammed the 
restrictions as a “danger- 
ous” move. 

It came as the Internation- 
al Atomic Energy Agency 
reported in a_confiden- 
tial document — distribut- 
ed to member countries 
and seen by The Associ- 
ated Press that lran had 
added 17.6 kilograms 
(38.8 pounds) of uranium 
enriched up to 20% to its 
stockpile as of Feb. 16. 

It was the first official con- 
firmation of plans Iran an- 
nounced in January to en- 
rich to the greater purity, 
which is just a technical 
step away from weapons- 
grade levels and far past 
the 3.67% purity allowed 
Under the nuclear deal 
known as the Joint Com- 
orehensive Plan of Action, 
or JCPOA. 

lran also increased its total 
enriched uranium — stock- 
pile to 2,967.8 kilograms 
(6,542.9 pounds), up from 
2,442.9 kilograms (5,385.7 
pounds) reported on Nov. 
2, the IAEA reported. 





lran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif speaks with journalists following a conference in 
Tehran, lran, Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2021. 


lran’s violations of the 
JCPOA and the move 
Tuesday to limit interna- 
tional inspections under- 
score the daunting task 
facing Biden as he seeks 
to reverse former President 
Donald Trump’s decision to 
pull the U.S. unilaterally out 
of the deal in 2018. That left 
Germany, France, Britain, 
China and Russia struggling 
to keep if alive. 

The JCPOA was the most 
significant pact between 
lran and major world pow- 
ers since its 1979 Islamic 
revolution, and Germany, 
France and Britain stressed 
their commitment  Tues- 


day to preserving it, urging 
lran to “stop and reverse 
all measures that reduce 
transparency.” 

“The E3 are united in un- 
derlining the dangerous 
nature of this decision,” the 
European powers said in 
a statement. “It will signifi- 
cantly constrain the IAEA's 
access to sites and to safe- 
guards-relevant — informa- 
tion.” 

lranian Foreign Minister Mo- 
hammad Javad Zarif said 
a new law had gone into 
effect Tuesday morning, 
under which Iran will no lon- 
ger share surveillance foot- 
age of its nuclear facilities 


Associated Press 


with the U.N. agency. 

“We never gave them live 
video, but (recordings) 
were given daily and week- 
ly,” Zarif said of the IAEA’s 
access to information re- 
corded by camera moni- 
tors. “The tape recording of 
our (nuclear) program will 
be kept in Iran.” 

The Atomic Energy Orga- 
nization of Iran, Tehran’s 
civilan nuclear agency, 
has promised to preserve 
the tapes for three months, 
then hand them over fo the 
IAEA — but only if granted 
sanctions relief. Otherwise, 
lran has vowed fo erase 
the tapes, narrowing the 
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window for a diplomatic 
breakthrough. 

Since Trump pulled the U.S. 
out of the JCPOA, Iran has 
gradually been violating its 
restrictions to put pressures 
on the remaining nations to 
come up with economic in- 
centives to offset crippling 
American sanctions. 
Besides surpassing the pu- 
rity and stockpiles allowed, 
lran has also been spinning 
advanced centrifuges and 
producing uranium metal. 
Zarif stressed in a tweet 
Tuesday that Iran’s new lim- 
its On nuclear inspections 
and other violations of the 
pact are reversible, insisting 
that the U.S. move first to re- 
vive the deal. 

In a show of defiance, Cab- 
inet sookesman Ali Rabiei 
outlined further develop- 
ments in lran’s nuclear pro- 
gram on Tuesday. Over the 
last three weeks, he told 
reporters, Iran has installed 
and started feeding gas 
into an additional 148 high- 
tech IR2-m centrifuges at 
its Natanz nuclear enrich- 
ment facility and its fortified 
nuclear complex at Fordo, 
bringing the total number 
of centrifuges to up to 492. 
Another set of 492 centri- 
fuges will be installed in the 
coming month, he said. 

He added that Iran has in- 
stalled two cascades of 
even more advanced cen- 
trifuges at its nuclear en- 
richment facilities, but did 
not soecify where. L] 





U.K. to push at G-7 for global standard on ‘vaccine passports’ 





Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson chairs a session of the 
UN Security Council on climate and security at the Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Office in London, Tuesday, 


Feb. 23, 2021. 


By JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 


LONDON (AP) — Britain 


Associated Press 


olans to use Its presidency 
of the Group of Seven eco- 
nomic powers to push for 


an internationally recog- 
nized system of vaccine 
passports that could allow 
world travel fo resume, 
though Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson acknowledged 
Tuesday that the idea rais- 
es “complex” ethical issues. 
The British government pre- 
viously said it was not con- 
sidering issuing vaccine 
passports to people who 
had been inoculated. But 
it has now set up a review 
into “COVID status certifi- 
cation” that will examine 
ways people can prove 
they don't have the coro- 
navirus, either through vac- 
cination or by showing a 
negative test result. 


The government said it 


would “look to introduce a 
system to allow vaccinated 
individuals to travel more 
freely internationally.” — It 
added it would work with 
other countries through 
the World Health Organi- 
zation, the G-7 -- whose 
presidency the U.K. holds 
this year -- and other bod- 
ies on “a clear international 
framework with standards 
that provide consistency 
for passengers and industry 
alike.” 

“Introducing such a system 
also needs to be fair and 
not unduly disadvantage 
oeople who have yet to be 
offered — or gain access to 
— a vaccine,” the govern- 
ment said in a document 


outlining its plans to lift 
Britain's pandemic. restric- 
tions. “That being the case, 
the government does not 
expect this solution to be 
available quickly, and re- 
strictions like those in place 
across the world are likely 
to continue for the near fu- 
Ture.” 

The British government. is 
also looking at how such 
oroof might be used by em- 
ployers, venue owners or 
organizers of large events. 
One option under consid- 
eration is using the National 
Health Service contact- 
tracing app, which millions 
of people in Britain have 
on their phones, to display 
COVID-19 test results.} 
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Feud at top of Scottish politics mars independence push 


By JILL LAWLESS 

Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — Together, 
politicians Alex Salmond 
and Nicola Sturgeon took 
the quest for Scottish inde- 
pendence from long shot 
to strong possibility. 

But now Scotland's former 
leader and his successor as 
first minister are locked in a 
feud that is tearing apart 
their Scottish National Par- 
ty, even as its goal of an 
independent Scotland out- 
side the United Kingdom is 
closer than ever. 

The two former allies have 
traded accusations for 
months over who knew 
what and when about al- 
legations against Salmond, 
who was tried and acquit- 
ted last year on sexual as- 
sault charges. 

Salmond was scheduled 
to tell his version of the 
story Wednesday fo a Scot- 
tish Parliament inquiry into 
how the Edinburgh-based 
government handled the 
allegations. He claims the 
sexual misconduct accu- 
sations in 2019 were part of 
a witch-hunt, and he won 
a civil lawsuit when Scot- 
land’s highest civil court 
ruled that the way the 
Scottish government had 
handled the matter was 
Unlawful. 

But Salmond on Tuesday 
canceled his appearance 
after his written witness 
statement was removed 
from the Scottish Parliament 
website. He had refused to 
testify, if it was not made 
oublic. If was taken down 
after the national prosecu- 
tors’ office expressed con- 
cern about potential con- 
tempt of court, and later 
partially republished with 
some sections redacted. 
Salmond accuses people 
within the Scottish National 
Party and the Scoitish gov- 
ernment of a “malicious 
and concerted effort’ to 
sideline him politically. He 


has also accused Sturgeon 
of lying about when she 
learned of the sex assault 
allegations and of break- 
ing the code of conduct 
for government ministers. If 
that was found to be true, 
she would have to resign. 
Sturgeon, who is due fo tes- 
tify in the inquiry once Sal- 
mond has appeared, ac- 
cused her predecessor of 
making “wild claims” that 
there was a= conspiracy 
against him. 

“It is time for insinuation and 
assertion to be replaced 
with actual evidence,” she 
said. “There is no evidence, 
because there was no con- 
spiracy.” The case has ex- 
posed a bitter riff between 
two former allies who have 
dominated Scottish politics 
for a generation. 

Salmond, who led the SNP 
for two decades and was 
Scotland's first minister be- 
tween 2007 and 2014, built 
the separatist party into a 
major political force and 
took the country to the 
brink of independence by 
holding a 2014 referendum. 
He stepped down as first 
minister after the “remain” 
side won, and Sturgeon, 
his friend and deputy, re- 
placed him. 

In 2019, Salmond was 
charged with sexual assault 
and attempted rape after 
allegations by nine women 
who had worked with him 
as first minister or for the 
party. Salmond called the 
charges “deliberate fabri- 
cations for a political pur- 
pose,” and was acquitted 
after a trial in March 2020. 
The SNP has become in- 
creasingly split between 
Salmond's supporters, 
who want a new indepen- 
dence referendum come 
what may, and supporters 
of the more cautious Stur- 
geon. Sturgeon and her 
allies are also critical of Sal- 
mond's efforts to stay in the 
public eye, especially his 


talk show on the Kremlin- 
funded — English-language 
television station RT. 
Sturgeon's oopular- 
ity, meanwhile, has been 
boosted by her response fo 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
Her calm, measured style 
in regular media briefings 
contrasts with the erratic 
messaging and frequent 
policy shifts of U.K. Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, who 
is unpopular in Scotland. 
The crisis is amplified by the 
hothouse atmosphere of 
politics in Scotland, a small 
nation of 5.5 million. Among 
the Scottish National Party 
figures accused by Sal- 
mond of colluding against 
him is chief executive Peter 
Murrell — Sturgeon’s hus- 
band. 

The feud threatens to derail 
a party that is riding high in 
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In this Feb. 10, 2020, file photo, Scotland's First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon speaks during a ‘Scotland’s European Future after 
Brexit’ event at the European Policy Center in Brussels. 


the polls and increasingly 
confident if can secure its 
long-held goal of leading 
Scotland out of the United 
Kingdom. 

An election for the Scottish 
Parliament is due in May, 
and the SNP has a strong 


Associated Press 


lead in opinion polls. Stur- 
geon says that if she wins 
a majority, she will push for 
a new independence ref- 
erendum and challenge 
Johnson in the courts, if the 
British Qovernment refuses 
to agree.L) 
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Ike’s Bistro unveils vegan smorgasbord 


EAGLE BEACH — Ike’s bistro at Manchebo 
Beach Resort & Spa surprises with an ex- 
cellent, tasteful and varied vegan menu. 
Executive Chef Sandro Herold is obviously 
enthusiastic about the new offerings that 
fill up the place already. “People nowa- 
days are a bit more conscious about what 
they eat. This menu offers a wide vari- 
ety with creative vegan food items.” We 
asked some of the guests about their ex- 
perience: “delicious”, “very tasty” “great 
food, great setting”. Even teens, in general 
not too fond of health food, applauded 
the offerings. “We did not even miss the 
meat”. Of course the restaurant also offers 
their extensive regular menu for the non- 
vegan guests containing all you wish From 
the Land or From the Sea. 
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Vegan Is hot now, says the chef, and we 
had that confirmed by several guests. Ike’s 
Bistro is GN open air restaurant, located in 
the Manchebo Beach Resort & Soa. Under 
a huge cabana with a view to the roman- 
tically lit pool of the resort you are seated 
in relaxed chairs and served by great walit- 
ers. And not unimportant: Covid-19 safe. 

Your senses are tickled because of the 
ourity and freshness of the food items. 
You may choose for the unknown which 
is a three-course vegan chef tasting menu 
that can also be combined with a wine 
pairing. Or you select your choices from 
the menu. All dishes are 100% Vegan and 
are gluten-free unless labeled otherwise. 
Start with appetizers like Vegan Fish Taco, 
Chickpeas Tartare and Avocado, Spicy 
Buffalo Cauliflower Wings or Vegetable 





Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back and we 
would like to portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite vacation picture 
while enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is 
eee Send your picture with that text (in- 
cluding your name and where you are 
from) to: news@arubatoday.com and 
we will publish your vacation memory. 
Isn't that a special way to keep your best 
moments alive? Please do note: By sub- 
mitting photos, text or any other materi- 
als, you give permission to The Aruba To- 
day Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Print- 
ers and any of its affiliated Companies 
to use said materials, as well as names, 
likeness, etc. for promotional purposes 
without compensation. 


Last but not least: check out our website, 
Instagram and Facebook page! Thank 
you for supporting our free newspaper, 
we strive to make you a happy reader 
every day again. 


For today we received an amazing pic- 
ture from Maddy and David who live in 
New Bedford, Massachusetts and have 











been coming to Aruba for many years. 
They say: 


“My wife and | have traveled all 
over the Caribbean and the Ha- 
walian islands. We found Aruba to 
be the best of them all. The peo- 


ple, food, weather and travel time 
makes Aruba the hot spot for a 
great vacation.” L) 
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Tempura. Tomato Basil Soup or Lemongrass Carrot Gin- 
ger Soup are simply delicious as are the Arugula Jackfruit 
Salad or Mesclun Salad. For the main course pick your 
pick: Sesame Ginger Duck (contains gluten), Stuffed Corn 
Chips and Avocado, Grilled Fish Filet and Roasted Caulli- 
flower or Truffle Porcini Risotto & Grilled Tofu. This heavenly 
healthy trio reaches its end destination with a scrump- 
tious dessert: Caribbean Snickers, a must-try! All of those 
choices embrace your inner senses with their freshness 
and clear flavors. 

Vegan might be on the menu in many restaurants nowa- 
days as ‘the other option’, but here at Ike's Bistro they 
celebrate vegan and you get hooked, that is a promise. 
Passion, creativity, purity, dedication to a concept and 
a beautiful setting take care of an enchanting experi- 
ence. Vegans and non-vegans are welcome, Manche- 
bo Beach Resort & Soa has got it all covered.) 





Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa - Ike’s Bistro 
J.E. Irausquin Boulevard 55 

Telephone +297 582 3444 

Ikesbistro.com 

Facebook Ike’s Bistro 
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Because music is for everyone 


ORANJESTAD — Originally, music 
plays a very important role in the 
culture of Aruba. In schools, how- 
ever, creative subjects such as art 
and music have come last and 
more importance is now attached 
to language and math lessons. 
The initiative that Leerorkest Ned- 
erland, learning orchestra, took a 
few years ago, and has now also 
brought to the Caribbean islands, 
aims to change this. We are con- 
vinced that creative subjects such 
as making music together are just 
as important as learning to count, 
write and read. Due to their home 
situation, many children often do 
not have the opportunity to take 
music lessons and / or learn to 
play an instrument. The Stichting 
Leerorkest Aruba would very much 
like to change this and together 
with the Leerorkest Nederland has 
made a start on Aruba. 


A musical and social project 

Leerorkest Aruba aims to give all 
children in Aruba the opportunity to 
learn to play a musical instrument, 
during and after school. It has now 
been scientifically proven that 
making music together is not only 
fun, but also very good for the to- 
tal develooment of children. In this 
way they learn to work together, To 
build more self-confidence, but in 
addition, their creativity is stimulat- 
ed, their brain learns to make other 
connections and they learn to lis- 





ten to each other in a positive way, 
to take each other into account 
and to help each other. 

‘Music education has been shown 
to have a positive influence on IQ, 
learning performance, word anal- 
ysis Gnd phonological skills. There 
is also preliminary evidence that 
music education can facilitate the 
learning of foreign languages.’ 
Quote from the chapter 'The value 
of arts education. Allegations and 
Evidences’ (Ellen Winner, Stephan 
Vincent-Lancrin). 


Accessible structure 

By introducing a Learning Orches- 
tra in the schools, we can set up 
an accessible structure within the 
schools so that all children have a 
chance to discover and develop 
their musical talents. The advan- 
tage is that the lessons will initially 
take place during school time. 
Children receive weekly lessons 
from a passionate music teacher. 
A start is made with General Mu- 
sical Education Lessons and this is 
gradually extended to the method 
of the Learning Orchestra: playing 
together on instruments in a real or- 
chestra! 

Children learn in a playful and 
fast way to learn to play the violin, 
cello, trumpet, trombone, flute or 
clarinet and then play together in 
a class orchestra! 

The organization of the Leerorkest 
in Aruba is in the hands of the local 
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Music for ALL Children 

Aruba has three major school 
boards, namely DPS (Public Schools 
Service), SKOA (Foundation for 
Catholic Education Aruba) and 
SPCOA (Foundation for Protestant 
Christian Education Aruba). 

In total there are about 41 regular 
primary schools in Aruba. Stichting 
Leerorkest Aruba hopes to one day 
be able to introduce the Leerorkest 
to all primary schools. 

Leerorkest Aruba started a pilot on 
September 23, 2019 at four primary 
schools (three from SKOA and 1 
from DPS). The instrument lessons 
are also given at two schools. 

The headmasters and teachers are 
very enthusiastic that music lessons 
are finally coming back to school 
in the form of a Learning Orchestra! 
Leerorkest Aruba has chosen to 
start in the 2nd class with a prepa- 
ratory series of general musical ed- 
ucation, and fo start in the 3rd class 
with the lessons on the instruments. 
We believe that children who have 
Qa good basic musical education 
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learn to play the instruments faster. 
Due to the challenges of the Co- 
rona virus, If has been decided to 
start in the 2020-2021 school year 
with online lessons in general mu- 
sical education. If the schools are 
(temporarily) closed, these lessons 
can in any case be continued 
within the home school. 

Nora Eleonora, director of DPS, 
wholeheartedly endorses the goals 
of the Learning Orchestra. She Is 
very happy with the start of the pi- 
lot project at one of their schools 
and hopes that the project will 
spread to other schools within the 
DPS board. About 25% of the pri- 
mary schools on the island come 
Under the DPS board. 

Recently, a very positive consul- 
tation took place between Anvu- 
esca Baily of SKOA and Leerorkest 
Aruba, in which SKOA has. indi- 
cated that they would like to start 
with the general musical educa- 
tion programme presented by the 
Leerorkest at all their schools (with 
about 7,000 children in toftal!). Fi- 
nally the goal of the Leerorkest is 
getting closer: to offer music for 
ALL children.) 





Prepaid High-Speed In 


ORANJESTAD — Are you in Aruba 
for "Workation" and need high- 
speed Internet anywhere at any 
time? SETAR, Aruba's biggest tele- 
com provider, offers you the fast- 
est wireless Internet plans on an LTE 


network. 
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and enjoy faster 


ternet anywhere on the island 


Work remotely on the beach via 
your tablet, laptop, or smartphone 
Upload and 
download speeds. SETAR Prepaid 
Wireless Broadband offers you a 
lower latency rate, meaning web- 
sites loads faster, YouTube does 


Start-Up 
Afl.169 


not pause every five seconds, and 
apps download at a higher speed, 
all using your Mi-Fi device. 


SETAR Wireless Broadband Prepaid 
offers you Internet anywhere for a 
fixed fee without worrying about 


SET AR lef o Q* 


Internet - Cable TV 
Premium 


Afl.265__. 


Call us at 525-1702 
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- Fixed Phone 


% SETAR 


additional charges, and it is easy 
to use and access. Choose the 
bundle that suits your budget and 
needs. 

Visit SETAR Teleshop with locations 
around the Island or at the airport 
to check your Mi-Fi SIM or device.) 





Aruba Hospitality & Security Foundation 
organized Proactive Security training 


ORANJESTAD — The Aruba 
Hospitality and Security 
Foundation offered com- 
plimentary training to the 
security managers in the 
tourism zone. The Proactive 
Security training is based 
on the Israeli security mod- 
el and teaches the man- 
agers how to prepare their 
teams to recognize threats 
before they take place. 


According to the President 


of the AH&SF, Tisa LaSorte, 
“while Aruba’s tourism Is 
recovering, If is important 
for the security teams to 
continue enhancing their 
Skills so they can help stop 
crimes from taking place. 

AH&SF is happy to offer this 
special training and to ob- 
serve great participation”. 
The Proactive Security 
training was created and 
led by the American firm 
Chameleon Associates. 


AH&SF thanks La Cabana, 
Alhambra Ballroom, and 
Aruba Marriott Resort for 
hosting the 3 days of train- 
ing. Online sessions will also 
be offered to the security 
guards and the Beach Po- 
lice agents this year. 

The Aruba Hospitality & 
Security Foundation was 
founded by AHATA in col- 
laboration with the Police 
Department in 2001, with 
the mission to support safe- 





ty in the tourism zone. 


AH&SF projects are fi- 
nanced by the Aruba Tour- 
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ism Authority, with funds 
generated by the tourism 
levy charged to tourists at 
accommodations.) 





Aruba to me 





ORANJESTAD — You are 
back and we would like 
to portrait you! By inviting 
you to send us your favor- 
ite vacation picture while 
enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: 
Aruba to me Is ....... send 
your picture with that text 
(including your name and 
where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your 
vacation memory. Isn't 
that a special way to keep 
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your best moments alive? 
Please do note: By submit- 
ting photos, text or any 
other materials, you give 
permission to The Aruba 
Today Newspaper, Carib- 
bean Speed Printers and 
any of Its affiliated compa- 
nies to use said materials, 
as well as names, likeness, 
etc. for promotional pur- 
poses without Compensa- 
tion. 

Last but not least: check 
out our website, Instagram 
and Facebook page! 


Thank you for support- 
Ing our free newspaper, 
we strive to make you a 
happy reader every day 
again. 

For today we received an 
amazing story from Nora 
Cortez and Pedro Cor- 
tez from Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
They wrote: 


“Our beloved Aruba! 

We don't know when we 
are going back to Aruba! 
A country, an island and 
people that became part 
of our lives, my wife and 
|, after more than twenty 
five years there, spend- 
Ing one or two weeks, but, 
certainly, not less than ten 
days, at least twice a year. 
Aruba was our choice fo 
commemorate my /Oth 
birthday and our 35th an- 
niversary with all the fam- 
ily! 

Covid has come and post- 
poned the party. When Is 


this nightmare going to fin- 
ishe When are we going to 
find out a way to coexist 
with that virus? 

Good signs increase our 
hope to be again in Aruba 
very soon. A lot of mem- 
bers of the Marriott's team 
In Surf, Ocean, Stellaris 
and Rennaisance have 
gotten so close to us! Time 
to see them again. All of 
them have a place in our 
memories! 

We were used to read 
every morming “Aruba To- 





day” in the shadow of the 
hut on the beach, during 
our stays. Nowadays, we 
access virtually to know 
about the island and our 
friends. 

Who knows¢e We have 
already made our reser- 
vations for this year and 
bought our air tickets. Full 
of hope to see again the 
generous Aruba's sunset 
and all other precious aft- 
tractions of the island! 
Let's keep our fingers 
crossed.” _)} 
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New or used? Either way, price hikes squeeze U.S. auto buyers 


By TOM KRISHER and MIKE 
HOUSEHOLDER 

Associated Press 

FENTON TOWNSHIP, Mich. 
(AP) — The viral pandemic 
has triggered a cascade 
of price hikes throughout 
America’s auto industry — 
a surge that has made both 
new and used vehicles un- 
affordable for many. 

Prices of new vehicles far 
outpaced overall consum- 
er inflation over the past 
year. In response, many 
buyers who were priced 
out of that market turned 
to used vehicles. Yet their 
demand proved so potent 
that used-vehicle prices 
soared even more than 
new ones did. 

The price of an average 
new vehicle jumped 6% 
between January of last 
year, before the corona- 
virus erupted in the United 
States, and December to 
a record $40,578, accord- 
ing to data from Edmunds. 
com. 

Yet that increase was noth- 
ing next to what happened 
in the used market. The av- 
erage price of a used ve- 
hicle surged nearly 14% — 
roughly 10 times the rate of 
inflation — to over $23,000. 
It was among the fastest 
such increases in decades, 
said Ivan Drury, a senior 
manager of insights for Ed- 
munds.com. 

The main reason for the ex- 
ploding prices is a simple 
one of economics: Too 
few vehicles available for 
sale during the pandemic 
and too many buyers. The 
price hikes come at a ter- 
rible time for buyers, many 
of whom are struggling fi- 
nancially or looking for ve- 
hicles to avoid public tran- 
sit or ride hailing because 
the virus. And dealers and 
analysts say the elevated 
prices Could endure or rise 
even further for months or 
years, with new vehicle in- 
ventories tight and fewer 
trade-ins coming onto 
dealers’ lots. 

The supply shortage arose 
last spring after the coro- 
navirus hit hard. Automak- 
ers had to shut down North 
American factories to try to 
stop the virus’ soread. The 
factory shutdowns reduced 
the industry's sales of new 
vehicles and resulted in 





In this image made from video, cars drive through the used vehicle lot at a LaFontaine auto 


dealership in Fenton Township, Mich., Thursday, Jan. 28, 2021. 


fewer trade-ins. So when 
buyer demand picked up 
late in the year, fewer used 
vehicles were available. 
Compounding the short- 
age, rental car companies 
and other fleet buyers — 
normally a major source of 
used vehicles for dealers 
— have been selling fewer 
now. With travel down and 
fewer people renting cars, 
the fleet buyers aren't ac- 
quiring as many new ve- 
hicles, and so they aren't 
off-loading as many older 
ones. 

“It's like a weird perpetual 
motion machine right now 
with pricing,” said Jeff 
Goldberg, general man- 
ager of Goldie’s Motors, a 
used vehicle dealership in 
Phoenix. 

Charlie Chesbrough, senior 
economist for Cox Auto- 
motive, predicted a tight 
used-vehicle market with 
high prices for several more 
years. 

“There are millions fewer 
used vehicles that are go- 
ing to be available starting 
next year, 2022 and 2023,” 
he said. 

The resulting price spike es- 
sentially has created three 
classes of auto buyers: 
Those affluent enough to 
afford new vehicles. People 
who can afford late-model 
used cars. And buyers with 
low incomes or poor credit 
who are stuck with older, 
less reliable vehicles. 

The industry ts still trying to 
recover from the pandem- 
ic’s devastation last spring. 
The resulting factory clo- 
sures shrank output by 3.3 


million vehicles. Sales tem- 
porarily dried up, and so 
did the influx of trade-ins. 
Once the factories restored 
production in May, de- 
mand turned hot. Problem 
was, the supply of vehicles 
fell well short of demand, 
especially for pickup trucks 
and SUVs. Prices surged. 
And new-vehicle purchas- 
es for the year tumbled — 
by nearly 2.5 million to 14.6 
million. When Larry Parsons 
of Hartland Township, Mich- 
igan, went to buy a pickup 
truck in August, the ques- 
tion of whether to buy new 
or used was unfortunately 
an easy one. 

“We did look at new trucks, 
but the price is excessive,” 
he said. “Some trucks cost 
Upwards of $70,000. It’s to 
the point where it’s ridicu- 
lous.” 

Instead, Parsons settled 
on a 2019 Ford F-150 with 
29,000 miles on if. The truck, 
priced at $52,000 when 
new, cost $37,000. He also 
bought an 84-month war- 
ranty to cover the vehicle 
while he is still making loan 
payments. 

To be sure, vehicle prices 
had been rising well be- 
fore the pandemic struck, 
with many buyers choosing 
loaded-out trucks or SUVs 
and taking on loans of six 
years or more to keep their 
payments low. Even. so, 
used prices had remained 
relatively low, with an am- 
ple supply of 3 million-plus 
vehicles returning to the 
market each year from 
leases. 

Then the virus hit. With it 


Associated Press 


came government. stimu- 
lus checks, which many 
buyers who used as down 
payments. Because they 
weren't soending on res- 
taurants or vacations, 
some people spent even 
more on vehicles than they 
otherwise would have. 

“If ’'m going in at $40,000, 
| might as well spend 
$45,000,” Drury said of buy- 
ers. “| might as well treat 
myself.” 

Even with loans of more 
than 60 months, average 
monthly payments range 
into the mid-$500s for new 
vehicles, putting them out 
of reach for many. Right 
now, said Chesbrough, the 
Cox Automotive econo- 
mist, the bulk of the growth 
in the new-vehicle market 
is in the $50,000-and-above 
range. 

InN recent years, GUtomak- 
ers had set the stage for 
higher prices by scrubbing 
many lower-priced new 
vehicles that had only thin 
profit margins. Starting five 
years ago, Ford, GM and 
Fiat Chrysler (now Stellan- 
tis) stopped selling many 
sedans and hatchbacks in 
the United States. Likewise, 
Honda and Toyota have 
canceled U.S. sales of low- 
er-priced subcompactis. 
Their SUV replacements 
have higher sticker prices. 
“The industry has been 
abandoning that 
$30,000-and-below _ price 
point,” Chesbrough § said. 
“Essentially, they've been 
forgoing that territory to the 
used car market.” 

The increased demand 


and higher prices for late- 
model used cars have 
spelled trouble for lower- 
income buyers, noted Art 
Ramos, who runs a used- 
vehicle store in McAllen, 
Texas, near the Mexico bor- 
der. Unemployed people 
who were receiving jobless 
aid during the pandemic 
have had trouble secur- 
ing a loan. Those who can 
buy typically have to look 
at much older vehicles with 
significant miles on them. 
“All the people who were 
Unemployed for all these 
months — | couldn't get 
them approved,” he said. 
When lower-income buyers 
are able to get loans, they 
typically must pay higher 
rates — sometimes over 
20% with some lenders, Ra- 
mos said. 

Inthe past, dealers wouldn't 
have bothered with those 
trade-ins; they would have 
sent them to regional auc- 
tion houses. But auto qual- 
ity has sharply improved in 
the past decade. So La- 
Fontaine's group is recondi- 
tioning such cars and pro- 
viding credit counseling for 
buyers with lower incomes 
or poor credit. “Every year, 
we increase our ability to 
cost-effectively | recondi- 
tion vehicles that we can 
oresent to consumers and 
stand behind It,” said Mike 
Jackson, CEO of AutoNa- 
tion, the country’s largest 
dealership group. 

Dealers say competition for 
used vehicles, especially 
from upstart online auto 
sellers Carvana and Vroom, 
contributed to the price in- 
creases with bidding wars 
at auctions. Still, Jackson 
argues that autos remain 
affordable because con- 
sumers are typically receiv- 
ing more money for their 
trade-ins. Interest rates re- 
main low, too. New-vehicle 
loan rates not subsidized 
by automakers are aver- 
aging 4.4%, according to 
Edmunds, while used loans 
average 7.8%.q 

Average prices did sub- 
side a bit in January. But 
that might be deceptive, 
said Edmunds’ Drury. Fewer 
expensive new and used 
luxury vehicles were sold 
during the month, he said, 
thereby temporarily lower- 
ing overall prices. L] 
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Mars landing video: ‘Stuff of our dreams’ 


By MARCIA DUNN 

AP Aerospace Writer 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) 
— NASA on Monday re- 
leased the first high-quality 
video of a spacecraft land- 
ing on Mars, a three-minute 
trailer showing the enor- 
mous orange and white 
parachute hurtling open 
and the red dust kicking up 
as rocket engines lowered 


the rover to the surface. 
The footage was so good 
— and the images so 
breathtaking — that mem- 
bers of the rover team said 
they felt like they were rid- 
ing along. 

“It gives me goose bumps 
every time | see it, just 
amazing,” said Dave Gruel, 
head of the entry and de- 
scent camera team. 













Conceptis SudoKu 


Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
| Forup to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
| * All inventory available 
Visit our website : 

| www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
! For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
! johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 

also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 








By Dave Green 
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This combination of images from video made available by NASA shows steps in the descent of 
the Mars Perseverance rover as it approaches the surface of the planet on Thursday, Feb. 18, 


2021. NASA releases 


The Perseverance rover 
landed last Thursday near 
an ancient river delta in 
Jezero Crater to search for 
signs of ancient microscop- 
ic life. After soending the 
weekend binge-watching 
the descent and landing 
video, the team at Jet Pro- 
oulsion Laboratory in Pasa- 


dena, California, shared 
the video at a news con- 
ference. 


“These videos and these 
images are the stuff of our 


dreams,” said Al Chen, 
who was in charge of the 
landing team. 

Six off-the-shelf color cam- 
eras were devoted to entry, 
descent and landing, look- 
ing US and down from dif- 
ferent perspectives. All but 
one camera worked. The 
lone microphone turned on 
for landing failed, but NASA 
got some snippets of sound 
after touchdown: the whir- 
ring of the rover’s systems 
and wind gusts. 


Associated Press 


Flight controllers were 
thrilled with the thousands 
of images beamed back 
— and also with the re- 
markably good condition 
of NASA’s biggest and most 
capable rover yet. It will 
soend the next two years 
exploring the dry river delta 
and drilling into rocks that 
may hold evidence of life 3 
billion to 4 billion years ago. 
The core samples will be set 
aside for return to Earth in a 
decade.} 





In Israel, mayo provides miracle for 
endangered turtles 


Associated Press 
MICHMORET, Israel (AP) — 
When if comes to saving 
sea turtles, Israeli rescuers 
have discovered that may- 
onnaise is a miracle. 
Employees at Israel's Na- 
tional Sea Turtle Rescue 
Center are treating endan- 
gered green sea turtles af- 
fected by a devastating oll 
spill that has coated Israel's 
coast with thick black tar. 
The spill, which Israel's Na- 
ture and Parks Authority 
has called one of the coun- 
try’s worst ecological disas- 
ters on record, has coated 
most of Israel’s 120 miles 
(195 kilometers) of Mediter- 
ranean coastline with sticky 





Guy Ivgy cleans 6- month- old green sea turtle from tar after an 
oil spill in the Mediterranean Sea, at Israel’s Sea Turtle Rescue 
Center, in Michmoret, Israel, Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2021. 

Associated Press 


tar. It has caused extensive 
damage to wildlife, includ- 
ing sea turtles. 

Guy lvgy, a medical assis- 
tant at the Sea Turtle Res- 
cue Center in Michmoret, 
north of Tel Aviv, said 11 
turtles are being treated. 


The center is run by Israel’s 
Nature and Parks Authority. 
Workers have been remov- 
ing the toxic substance 
from the reptiles’ airways 
and found a creative way 
to flush if out of their diges- 
tive tracks.) 
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Tierra Del Sol 

2 BR 2 1/2 Bath 

Ocean View with garage 

$ 450 K 

More info call: (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Le Vent Condo 

Across Eagle Beach 

3 BR, 2 Bath 

Ground floor full furnished 

$ 600K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





Divi Links Golf Resort 

1 BR WK# 3,4,5 

Room# 4226 

24 weeks remain on each 
Price :$ 8 K each 

More info call: (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf Resort 
Studio WK # 5,6,7,8 

Room # 2350 

36 weeks remain on each 
Price : $ 8,5 K each 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf Resort 
1BRWK#6 

Room # 2201 

18 weeks remain 

Price: $8K 

More info call: (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf Resort 

1 BR WK # 8 room# 4117 
26 weeks remain $ 8 K 

1 BRWK# 9 room # 4117 
18 weeks remain $7,5 K 
More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

1 BR WK # 8 Room # 14 

6 weeks remain $ 5000 

1 BR WK # 9 Room # 14 

15 weeks remain $ 6,5 K 
More info call : (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

Studio WK# 7 room # 33 

11 weeks remain$ 6 K 
Studio WK# 8 room # 33 

23 weeks remain 8 K 

More info call (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

1 BR WK 7 room # 89 

8 weeks remain $ 6 K 

1 BR WK # 8 room # 89 

6 weeks remain$ 6 K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

1 BR WK 8 Room # 94 

20 weeks remain $ 8K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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Eagle Resort Aruba 

3 BR WK #5 and 6 

Room #1550 Ground floor 
Near the pool 

Price $ 18 K each 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort Aruba 

1BR WK # 5 and 6 

Room # 1576 

Ground floor 

Price : $ 8 K each 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort Aruba 
1BRWK#7 

Room # 1537 

Ground floor 

Price:$ 7 K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 

Tibushie wespunt 

5 min drive from the beach 

2 BR 1 Bath 

With and small apartment 
With pool 

Price : $ 325K 

More info call: (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Platinum weeks 

1 BR Ocean View $ 10K 

1 BR Ocean Front $17 K 

2 BR Ocean View $ 18 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $ 26 K 
More info call :(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 
Platinum weeks 

2 BR Garden View $ 15 K 
2BR Ocean View $ 16K 
2BROcean Side $17K 
2 BR Ocean Front$ 26 K 
3BROcean View $ 30K 


More info call :(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





IS MORE 


DUSHI 


For All Time Share Owners 

On the Islands of Aruba 

Halley Time Travel Aruba 

Free Listings 

Free Appraisal Report 

Sell Your Week for you 

Transfer all Legal Documents 

Call:(297)630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
213838 


Marriott Aruba Surf Club | 
PLATINUM Season 
2B Oceantront $26k 
Oceanside 516.500 
Oceanview 315.500 
3BEDRM $28k 
FWRK. 51 OV $359k 
PFWEK 52 OV $49k 
* Weeks 7 and |4-all views 
COLD Season 
2B Oceantront 514k 
2B Oceanside S&8&k 
GV $535k OV S7k 
3BEDRM $I13k 
Marriott Aruba Ocean | 
PLATINUM Season 
2? Bed OV $16500 
2B OF $226k 
IB OV S9k 
** Destination points S& per 
pomt 
GOLD Season 
2B Oceanfront 314k 
“BOV S9k 
| Bed $4k 
IB OF S$9k 
La Cabana Beach Resort 
?Bd-Weeks 30-33 Unit 322BC 
and Unit 412BC $6500 e.week 
Divt Aruba Phoenix 
Week 27 and week 29 
Penthouse 2Bed 3 Bath 
Other week also available 
We Need Sellers!!! 
Costa Linda & Plava Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 
We are the #1 
RESALE 
ent in Aruba! 


Club 
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We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 





Contact: 
michelle@conciergerealty.com | 


888-888-2204 Ext 109 
Stephanie 
Website: 
WWW.concie reerea Ity.co Mm 
Broker: Michelle Donato 
ww, facebook com/ groups! MarnottAmbaSurt 
www. facebook com/groupsMamottAnbaQicean | 











PARADISE BEACH 
RENT SALE 
P/O Front WKS 1 & 4 1 bedr, 
WKS 1,8,9,31,32,52 2 bedr. 
CASA DEL MAR 
WKS 27,28 2 bedr 
Call +941-343-1088 USA 
213821 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (16k); 

Week 5/1315 (18k); 

Week 58&6/1521 (20k/Wk.); 
Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17kWk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 

Week 10/1207 (15k); 

Week 11/1419 (13k); and, 
Weeks 13-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 


213823 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Trupiaal Tel. 583 8560 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
el. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


_ 
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facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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IPEOPLE & ARTS 
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Andra Day shines in overstuffed Billie Holiday bio 


By MARK KENNEDY 

AP Entertainment Writer 
Billie Holiday has always 
been a monster of a role. 
Diana Ross tackled her on 
fim and Audra McDonald 
did it on stage. Now it’s 
time for Andra Day — a 
singer and actress perfect- 
ly named to play Lady Day 
— and she shines. It’s a pity 
the film she’s in is so messy. 
In the frustrating “The Unit- 
ed States vs. Billie Holiday,” 
Day gives if her all as Holi- 
day but she can’t save 
a film that is overstuffed 
and also thin. Director Lee 
Daniels and screenwriter 
Suzan-Lori Parks offer an 
unfocused, meandering 
work for much of the time, 
interrupted by devastat- 
ing scenes that feel like a 
pounch to the gut. 

Day plays Holiday in the last 
years of her life as a haunt- 
ed and crushed icon, an 
addict with terrible choices 
in men but the voice of an 
angel. Day’s body Is angu- 
lar and lean and seemingly 
always prepared for blows 
to rain down, a piece of 
gum and a cigarette ever- 
present in her mouth. But 





This image released by Paramount Pictures shows Andra Day in “The United States vs Billie Holiday.” 
Associated Press 


she is also liable to punch 
back and rip into anyone 
crossing her. It is a remark- 


able performance, not 
least because it is Day’s first 
acting role. 


Daniels and Park have cho- 
sen as their skeleton an un- 
likely love affair between 
Holiday and Jimmy Fletch- 
er, a Black federal agent 


ordered to _ infiltrate her 
group and get her arrested 
for using heroin. Why? Be- 
cause whites cannot stand 
her singing the anti-lynch- 
ing song “Strange Fruit.” 

The material is adapted 
from Johann Hari’s “Chas- 
ing the Scream: The First 
and Last Days of the War on 
Drugs.” It’s now the third re- 


cent movie project to show 
government infiltration of 
Black leaders, following the 
“MLK/FBI” documentary 
and the film “Judas and 
the Black Messiah.” 

The film suffers a stuttering 
start — and the introduc- 
tion of a poor framing de- 
vice with a sit-down Holiday 
interview — before going 


Grammy-winning duo Daft Punk break up after 28 years 





In this April 17, 2013 file photo, Thomas Bangalter, left, and 
Guy-Manuel de Homem-Christo, from the music group, Daft 
Punk, pose for a portrait in Los Angeles. 


By MESFIN FEKADU 

AP Music Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Gram- 
my-winning electronic 
music pioneers Daft Punk 
have announced that 
they are breaking up after 
28 years. 

The helmet-wearing 
French duo shared the 
news Monday in an 8-min- 
ute video called “Epi- 
logue.” Kathryn Frazier, the 


Associated Press 
band’s longtime publicist, 
confirmed the break up 
for The Associated Press. 
Daft Punk, comprised of 
Thomas Bangalter and 
Guy-Manuel de Homem- 
Christo, have had major 
success over the years, 
winning six Grammy 
Awards and launching in- 
ternational hits with “One 
More Time,” “Harder, Bet- 
ter, Faster, Stronger” and 


“Get Lucky.” 
Bangalter and de Homem- 
Christo met at a Paris 
Sehieol in i9s7 serie; oO Deii 
Punk, they formed an indie 
rock band named Darling. 
They officially formed 
Brohip (2Ul< lal YS inte! 
the helmeted, mute and 
mysterious musicians re- 
leased their debut album, 
“Homework,” in 1997. They 
first found success with 
the international hit “Da 
Funk,” which topped the 
Billboard dance charts 
and earned them their 
first Grammy nomination. 
A second No. 1 hit and 
Grammy nomination § fol- 
lowed with “Around the 
World.” 

Daft Punk spent time tour- 
ing around the world and 
reached greater heights 
with their sophomore al- 
bum, 2001's “Discovery.” 
It included the infectious 
smash “One More Time” 
and “Harder, Better, Fast- 
er, Stronger,” which Kanye 


West famously flioped into 
his own hit “Stronger,” re- 
leased in 2007. It won West 
the best rap solo perfor- 
mance Grammy at the 
2008 show, where West 
and Daft Punk performed 
together onstage. 

A year later, a live version 
of “Harder, Better, Faster, 
Stronger’ won Daft Punk 
the best dance recording 
Grammy — therr first win — 
and their “Alive 2007” al- 
bum picked up best elec- 
tronic/dance album. 

But if was the 2014 Gram- 
mys where Daft Punk re- 
ally took the spotlight, win- 
ning album of the year for 
“Random Access Memo- 
ries’ and making history 
as the first electronic act 
to win the highest honor 
at the Grammys. The duo 
won four awards that 
night, including record of 
the year for their bomb- 
shell hit “Get Lucky,” fea- 
turing Pharrell Williams and 
Nile Rodgers.L) 


back in time 10 years and 
tracing the foll drugs and 
abuse slowly take on an 
increasingly haggard Holl- 
day, leading to her death 
IN 1959. 

The natural villain in this 
piece would be the agent 
who rats out Holiday sev- 
eral times before falling in 
love with her. The filmumak- 
ers haven't quite figured 
him out. Why would Holi- 
day allow a federal agent 
who has heloed arrest her 
twice back into her life? 
“It's complicated,” she 
Says. 

Trevante Rhodes, who was 
super in “Moonlight,” plays 
the infiltrator, a man torn 
between his job and his 
race. He and fellow Black 
agents foil in the base- 
ment in segregated ar- 
eas, tasked with planting 
evidence to bring down 
Black icons for white Amer- 
ica. “You ever feel strange 
about what we're doing?” 
an agent askes Fletcher. 
The real bad guy Is Federal 
Bureau of Narcotics leader 
Harry J. Anslinger (a mus- 
tache-twirling Garrett Hed- 
lund), who Is a virulent rac- 
ist and cartoonishly Unsub- 
tle about If. “This jazz music 
is the devil’s work. That's 
why this Holiday woman 
has got to be stopped,” he 
Says. 

But a film that desperately 
needs to be taut is any- 
thing but, making space 
for over-the-top dog fvu- 
nerals, distractions like Roy 
Cohn and Holiday'’s friend- 
shio with Tallulah Bank- 
head. And yet there are 
moments of brilliance, as 
when Jimmy takes heroin 
and Lady Day appears 
in the haze of his high as 
a child to take him for a 
flashback to the whore- 
house she spent time in 
as a youth. It is a fascinat- 
ing technique but quickly 
abandoned.L} 
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Tiger Woods seriously injured in California car crash 


By STEFANIE DAZIO and 
DOUG FERGUSON 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Tiger 
Woods was seriously injured 
Tuesday when his SUV rolled 
over and ended up on its 
side in suburban Los Ange- 
les, authorities said. The golf 
superstar had to be extri- 
cated, and his agent said 
he was undergoing leg sur- 
gery. 

Woods was alone in the 
SUV when it crashed shortly 
before 7:15 a.m., the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff's 
Department said in a state- 
ment. No other cars were 
involved. 

The cause of the wreck 
wasn't clear. The two- 
lane road curves through 
Upscale suburbs, and 
the northbound side that 
Woods was driving on de- 
scends steeply enough 
that signs warn trucks fo use 
lower gears. The speed limit 
is 45 mph. 

A KABC-TV helicopter 
showed the car on its side, 
with its front end heavily 
damaged just off the side 
of a road near a hillside, 
with its air bags deployed. 
The 45-year-old Woods 
was taken to the hospital 
by ambulance, authorities 
said. 

“Tiger Woods was in a sin- 
gle-car accident this morn- 
ing in California where he 
suffered multiple leg in- 
juries,” said his manager, 
Mark Steinberg. “He is cur- 
rently in surgery and we 
thank you for your privacy 
and support.” 

The crash happened on 
the border of Rolling Hills 
Estates and Rancho Palos 
Verdes, two upscale com- 
munities about 20 miles (32 
kilometers) south of down- 
town Los Angeles. 

There was a second crash 
when a vehicle that had 
apparently stopped to help 
Woods got hit, said Christo- 
oher Thomas, a sookesman 
for the Los Angeles Coun- 
ty Fire Department. That 
wreck was very minor, and 
no one was hurt. 

Woods was in Los Angeles 
over the weekend as the 
tournament host of the 
Genesis Invitational at Riv- 
iera Country Club, where 
he presented the trophy on 
Sunday. 


He was fo soend Monday 
and Tuesday filming with 
Discovery-owned GOLFIV, 
with whom he has an en- 
dorsement. A tweet Mon- 
day showed Woods in a 
cart smiling with comedian 
David Spade. 

According to Golf Digest, 
also owned by Discovery, 
the TV shoot was on-course 
lessons for celebrities, such 
as Spade and Dwyane 
Wade, at Rolling Hills Coun- 
try Club. 

Woods, a 15-time major 
Champion who shares with 
Sam Snead the PGA Tour 
record of 82 career victo- 
ries, has been recovering 
from Dec. 23 surgery on his 
lower back. If was his fifth 
back surgery and first since 
his lower spine was fused in 
April 2017, allowing him to 
stage a remarkable come- 
back that culminated with 
his fifth Masters title in 2019. 
He has carried the sport 
since his record-setting 
Masters victory in 1997 
when he was 21, winning 
at the most prolific rate in 
modern PGA Tour history. 
He is singularly responsi- 





ble for TV ratings spiking, 
which has led to enormous 
increases in prize money 
during his career. Even at 
45, he remains the biggest 
draw in the sport. 

The SUV he was driving 
Tuesday had tournament 
logos on the side door, indi- 
cating if was a courtesy car 
for players at the Genesis 
Invitational. Tournament di- 
rector Mike Antolini did not 
immediately resoond to a 
text message, though it Is 
not unusual for players to 
keep courtesy cars a few 
days after the event. 
Woods feared he would 
never play again until the 
2017 fusion surgery. He 
returned to win the Tour 
Championship to close out 
the 2018 season and won 
the Masters in April 2019 for 
the fifth time. 

He last played Dec. 20 in 
the PNC Championship in 
Orlando, Florida, an unof- 
ficial event where players 
are paired with parents or 
children. 

He played with his son, 
Charlie, who is now 12. 
Woods also has a 13-year- 


, ree | 


old daughter. 

During the Sunday telecast 
on CBS from the golf tour- 
nament, Woods was asked 
about playing the Mas- 
ters on April 8-11 and said, 
“God, | hope so.” He said 
he feeling a little stiff and 
had one more test to see if 
he was ready for more ac- 
tivities. 

He was not sure when he 
would play again. 

Athletes including Mike Ty- 
son and Magic Johnson of- 
fered hopes Woods would 
make a quick recovery. 
“lim sick to my stomach,” 
Justin Thomas, the No. 3 
golf player in the world, 
said from the Workday 
Championship in Braden- 
ton, Florida. “It hurts to see 
one of my closest friends 
get in an accident. Man, | 
just hope he’s all right.” 

This is the third time Woods 
has been involved in a car 
investigation. The most no- 
torious was the early morn- 
ing after Thanksgiving in 
2009, when his SUV ran over 
a fire hydrant and hit a tree. 
That was the start of shock- 
ing revelations that he had 
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Tiger Woods looks on during the trophy ceremony on the practice green after the final round of the Genesis Invitational golf 
tournament at Riviera Country Club, Sunday, Feb. 21, 2021, in the Pacific Palisades area of Los Angeles. 
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been cheating on his wife 
with multiole women. 
Woods lost major corpoo- 
rate sponsorships, went to 
a rehabilitation clinic in Mis- 
sissiopl and did not return to 
golf for five months. 

In May 2017, Florida police 
found him asleep behind 
the wheel of a car parked 
awkwardly on the side of 
the road. He was arrested 
on a DUI charge and said 
later he had an unexpect- 
ed reaction to prescription 
medicine for his back pain. 
Woods later pleaded guilty 
to reckless driving and 
checked into a clinic fo 
get helo with prescription 
medication and a sleep 
disorder. 

Woods has not won since 
the Zozo Championship in 
Japan in fall 2019, and he 
has reduced his playing 
schedule in recent years 
because of injuries. 

The surgery Tuesday would 
be his 10th. He has had four 
previous surgeries on his left 
knee, including a major re- 
construction after he won 
the 2008 U.S. Open, and 
five surgeries on his back.L] 
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Analysis: NBA’s Eastern Conference has a standings logjam 


By TIM REYNOLDS 

AP Basketball Writer 

This is a bizarre season for 
the NBA in a bizarre time for 
the world. 

Most of those who must 
attend the All-Star Game 
in Atlanta don't seem par- 
ticularly excited by those 
plans. Arenas across the 
country are somewhere 
between almost empty 
and totally empty because 
of coronavirus protocols. 
Game schedules are typi- 
cally known months in 
advance; nobody knows 
what the second week of 
March looks like yet. 

All of this is most Unusual. 
There is, however, one con- 
stant: The Eastern Confer- 
ence standings are a mess. 
Spending any time trying to 
figure how the East is going 
to shake out would be a fu- 
tie Undertaking, because 
it's clear that the teams 
themselves have no idea. 
Miami won the East last 
season and has spent zero 
days over .500 this season. 
Milwaukee — the NBA's 
best regular-season team 
in each of the past two 
seasons, a team with two- 
time reigning MVP Giannis 
Antetokounmpo — just had 
a streak of five consecutive 
losses. Every team in the 
East has had at least one 
three-game losing streak; 
11 of those 15 teams have 
had multicole three-game 
slides and the season isn’t 





Miami Heat coach Erik Spoelstra gestures to the team during the first half of an NBA basketball 
game against the Los Angeles Lakers on Saturday, Feb. 20, 2021, in Los Angeles. 


even half over. 

If all that wasn’t enough, 
the Western Conference 
is dominating Its friends 
from the other half of the 
league. The West Is winning 
57% of its games against 
the East. That’s on pace 
to be the biggest margin 
since the West won 58.4% in 
2014-15 — and virtually as- 
sures that the West will win 
the regular-season § series 
versus the East for the 21st 
time in the last 22 seasons. 
The East won four consecu- 
tive years against the West 
from 1995-96 through 1998- 
99; the only season in which 


the East beat the West 
since was 2008-09. 

By now, that's to be ex- 
pected. 

Having only three teams 
betfer than one game 
above .500, two months 
into the season, that’s the 
big surprise out of the East. 
Philadelohia (20-11) and 
Brooklyn (20-12) sit atop the 
East, and Milwaukee (18- 
13) is right in their shadow. 
That's where the ridicu- 
lously tight traffic jam starts, 
with the next 10 teams — 
Indiana, Toronto, Boston, 
New York, Chicago, Char- 
lotte, Miami, Atlanta, Orlan- 
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do and Washington — all 
within 3 1/2 games of each 
other. 

Some offer a very simple 
explanation. 

“| see a lot of inconsistent 
teams in the East,” Heat 
coach Erik Spoelstra said. 
“And we're one of them.” 
That being said, there are 
signs that some teams are 
figuring it out. 

Brooklyn just went 5-0 on 
a West road trip, playing 
most of those games with- 
out Kevin Durant. Toronto 
started 7-12; the Raptors 
are 9-3 since. The Bulls and 
the Heat have already won 
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more games in February 
than they did in January. 
The Wizards beat the reign- 
ing champion Los Angeles 
Lakers on Monday night 
for a fifth consecutive vic- 
tory, meaning they’re 5-0 
since starting 6-17. And the 
Knicks — this is true and 
amazing — have a chance 
at their first winning calen- 
dar month since going 8-7 
in November 2017. 

“We're striving fo be- 
come a 48-minute team,” 
said Knicks coach Tom 
Thibodeau, who has al- 
ready made aie sizable 
impact in his first couple 
of months in New York. 
“We've got a long way to 
go.” 

The good news is that 
there’s a lot of time left. 
Teams will get their second- 
half schedules finalized by 
the NBA this week. Every- 
one, even those going to 
Atlanta for the one-day 
All-Star events on March 
7, Will get a little bit of a 
much-needed break after 
a very hectic first couple 
of months to the season. 
The trade deadline on 
March 25 will be interest- 
ing, because with the play- 
in tournament happening 
this year — and 20 teams 
essentially going to the 
postseason, even if four will 
be eliminated in very short 
order — more teams than 
usual will technically be in 
the playoff race.) 
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Milwaukee Bucks’ Pau Gasol warms up before the second 


half of an NBA basketball game against the Indiana Pacers in 
Milwaukee, in this Thursday, March 7, 2019, file photo. 


BARCELONA (AP) — Pau 
Gasol is going home, an- 
nouncing Tuesday that he 
will sign to play with FC Bar- 
celona again and rejoin 
the franchise with which 
he started his professional 
basketball career more 
than 20 years ago. 

The Spaniard has previ- 
ously said he wants to play 
in his fifth Olympic Games 
buf that he needs to be 
playing this season to give 
himself a chance of mak- 
Ing iil 1O TOKVo. 

Gasol is a_ six-time NBA 
All-Star, winning a pair 
of championships with 
the Los Angeles Lakers. 
The 40-year-old who was 
born in Barcelona last 


Pau Gasol says he’s going home, signing again with Barcelona 


appeared in the NBA on 
March 10, 2019, for Mil- 
waukee. 

“I’m happy to return to the 
club where | began, and 
I'm excited about this new 
opportunity,” he wrote in 
a post on social media. “| 
hope to contribute to the 
first team very soon. | want 
To“ ihonk Berea: ane? is 
technical staff for making 
it possible to join them.” 
Earlier this week he had 
denied the move to Barce- 
lona, saying he remained 
“focused on my recovery 
and | am not ready to get 
back to competing just 
yet.” His statements Tues- 
day made no mention of 
the Olympics. 


Gasol debuted for Barce- 
lona in the 1998-99 season, 
was part of two Liga ACB 
— the top Spanish league 
— championships in three 
years, then was the No. 3 
pick in the 2001 NBA draft. 
He was the rookie of the 
year for Memphis in 2002, 
won three Olympic med- 
als with Spain and was 
part of the team that won 
the FIBA world champion- 
ship, now called the Bas- 
ketball World Cup, in 2006. 
Gasol has been bothered 
by a foot injury over the 
past two years, though 
Tuesday’s announce- 
ment suggests he believes 
he’s nearly ready to play 
again.L] 








